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4x4s on
school run
targeted

By DEAN VALLER
dean.valler@mrn.co.uk

GREEN campaigners con-
fronted parents driving
4x4s as they dropped their
children off at a Coventry
school today.

Members of Coventry Friends of
the Earth challenged mums and
dads rriving in four-wheel drive
vehicles at Bablake Schoel in
Radford.
me of them dressed as a teacher

another as a lollipop man for

the first protest of its type in
Coventry.
P Traffic was held up in Coundon
‘Road and other drivers beeped
their ‘herns as the campaigners
gave out leaflets and spoke to
owners of 4x4s.

It was part of a national
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LESSON FOR DRIVERS: George Riches and John Verdult get their point across. Pictures: JOE BAILEY

‘campaign against drivers
of the wehicles, which
[protesters claim are
dangerous and cause
pollution.

Campaigners gave out
.a mock school report
with marks and reports
ranging from an E for
safety to an A for pedes-
‘trian injuries and a' B+
for climate change.

Mother-of-two  Sam
‘Thompson, aged 39, of
Finham Green Road,
Finham, Coventry, drives |
‘a Mitsubishi Shogun |
‘but said she was selling |
it
il Mrs Thompson, who had |
dropped off daughter
Amy, 10, at the school,
 said: “In the last year, I
‘have noticed an enor-
mous increase in the
number of parents owning 4x4s.
. “I totally agree with the points
‘made by the protesters — parents
' should be paying attention to
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what these people are saying
because it is a growing problem.”
Jackie Sargeant, a mother of two,
of Green Lane, Coventry, was
driving a people carrier but said

STOP 4 x4s CROSSING: Campaigners leafleting near Bablake School, Radford

she supported the protest and said
it was a “good idea”.

Taxi driver Philip Handy, aged
49, of Lord Lytton Avenue, Wyken,
Coventry, had dropped his child off

Famous names and Chelsea tractors

at the school and said he backed T———=

the protest.

He said: “Those type of heavy cars
are unnecessary and the people
driving them are probably only
going to the shops.”

But other drivers were not as
supportive — with one shouting at
the protesters to get back to the
country and several others refusing
to wind down their windows.

For Friends of the Earth, George
Riches, aged 50, of Brom]ey Drive,
Lower Stoke, Coventry, was
dressed as a school teacher, with
black cape and hat.

John Verdult, aged 42, of Friars
Road, city centre, dressed as a
lollipop man — but with a unique

- message on his lollipop stick.

Organiser Joy Warren, of Stone-
bury Avenue, Eastern Green,
Coventry, who is a PA at Warwick
University, said the initiative had
been a success.

She said: “We stopped a number
of drivers and, hopefully, those
drivers will take our reports and
think about their actions in owning
adxd”
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