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blue sweatshirt which matched three years in prison.

Watchdogs protest over

Ay =

@ Campaigners from Friends of the Earth target parents taking pupils to Bablake School in 4x4s.

Photograph by Mark Avery.

CAMPAIGNERS from Coventry
Friends of the Earth have targeted
parents who drive youngsters to
school in 4x4s.

The campaigners staged a
protest outside Bablake School in
Coundon, dressing up as head-
masters and lollipop ladies in a bid
to convince parents to abandon the
controversial vehicles in favour of
more environmentally friendly cars.

The campaigners also handed
out school run reports — graded E

use of ‘gas-guzzler’ cars

i

for effort — to bemused parents
dropping pupils off at the school
last Thursday (May 12).

The protest was part of the
national campaign - Alliance
Against Urban 4x4s — which target-
ed parenis in Birmingham,
Manchester and Nottingham earlier
this year.

Joy Warren, of Coventry Friends
of the Earth, said she wanted the
Government to increase road tax
on 4x4s and a ban on mainstream

advertising of off-road vehicles.

“People who like to follow fash-
ion by owning a 4x4 are jeopardis-
ing the future standard of living,
health and security of their own
children,” she added.

“dx4s are gas guzzlers which
contribute to the undermining of
the British Government's efforts to
reduce the UK's emissions of
greenhouse gases.”

Bablake School declined to com-
ment on the protest.

New bus route is

CITY council chiefs

A 24-hour red route

unveiled

mark the third time

have unveiled the next
section of the city's new
flagship bus network.

The Walsgrave Road
and Ansty Road route
will become the latest
addition to the £48mil-
lion Primelines bus net-
work.

The council pub-
lished details of the
route this week follow-
ing a consultation with
residents.

along most of the
Primelines will improve
traffic flow and cut bus
journey times.
* Bus lanes will be cre-
ated on Walsgrave Road
inbound from Dane
Road to the Forum
Roundabout, and from
Norton Hill Drive to
Clifford Bridge Road.
Work on the route,
which includes
installing bus shelters

with computerised real-
time travel information,
looks set to start in the
summer.

Coun Dave Arrow-
smith, the ' council’s
urban regeneration
spokesman, said the
public consultation on
the Ansty Road
Primelines route had
helped shape the
scheme.

“The consultations on
our revised proposals

staff have listened to
people’s views on the
scheme, along with var-
ious meetings and indi-
vidual comments
received.”

Primelines contains
plans to create five new
bus routes.

Work has already
been carried out on key
stretches of the net-
work, including Binley
Road.




